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If you didn’t attend the 2006 National Hardware Show®

in Las Vegas, then you missed the opportunity to discov-
er some innovative new products. Hardware Retailing
has been recognizing the most outstanding products at

the Hardware Show for more than 35 years with our annual
Retailers’ Choice Awards. Thirty-four products were selected to
receive the 2006 Retailers’ Choice Awards out of the thousands
of products on display during the three days of the Show. 

The magazine uses a panel of retail judges to select the win-
ners, since retailers know best what products have sales poten-
tial and innovation. This year’s Retailers’ Choice Committee
included: Wayne Livingston, general manager of Northern Lum-
ber PRO Hardware in Suttons Bay, Mich.; Melodie Wisniewski,
hardlines buyer, Big C Lumber, Granger, Ind.; John Martin, 
merchant for 25-store Marvin’s, Leeds, Ala.; Jim Bertoglio with
L. Miller & Sons Lumber in Chicago; Janice Westlund, vice
president and buyer, Bob’s Ace Hardware, Rockford, Ill.; and
Tom Green, president of Mayer Paint & Hardware in Rochester,
N.Y., as well as current president of the North American Retail
Hardware Association.

While Livingston said he has attended regional trade shows,
the May event was his first National Hardware Show®. “We are
a small business located in a small town and attending an inter-
national show like the Hardware Show really expands our view
and helps us keep our business fresh,” Livingston said. “It is so
important for independent retailers like ourselves to be progres-
sive about adding new items because they keep people coming
back into our store to shop.”

Livingston has been in the lumber business for 35 years
working for the Beuerle family of Northern Lumber PRO Hard-
ware. “I give a lot of credit to our store’s owners for having the
foresight to participate in events like the National Hardware
Show®,” he said. “By participating on the committee and walk-
ing the show we brought back a lot of ideas that will help our
business continue to grow.”  

This year’s Retailers’ Choice Committee included, left to right:
John Martin, Marvin’s; Jim Bertoglio, L. Miller & Sons Lumber;
Melodie Wisniewski, Big C Lumber; Wayne Livingston, Northern
Lumber PRO Hardware; Janice Westlund, Bob’s Ace Hardware;
and Tom Green, Mayer Paint & Hardware.

CARABINER STYLE BUNGEE
CORD is three times stronger than
conventional hooks or standard
cord. It features a spring gate that
locks secure and a patent-pending
design. It comes in three sizes: 24", 
36" and 48".

KEEPER CORP.
(800) 533-7372, OR 
WWW.KEEPERCORP.COM

Retailers’ Choice Awards 2006

       



July 2006   •   Hardware Retailing 51

MECHANICAL CARPENTER’S
PENCIL is always ready when you
need it. Easy to use and with a con-
venient clip so it’s always where you
need it, this pencil will help carpen-
ters and contractors make their mark
when and where they need to. No
broken pencils or tips, no sharpen-
ing and no mess. The Mechanical
Carpenter’s Pencil is made of
durable hard plastic, which means it
will not break, no matter where it
gets left. And its bright yellow color
also makes it easy to find, light or
dark, rain or shine. It is designed
with a wide, sure grip so it’s easy to
hold in all conditions. The handy clip
enables the user to keep it wherever
is most convenient. It comes with
seven lead pieces, two in the pencil
and an extra package of five pieces. 

C.H. HANSON CO.
(800) 827-3398, OR 
WWW.CHHANSON.COM

360 ELECTRICAL OUTLET is the solution to the hassle
of fitting more than one large plug in a standard electrical
wall outlet. With a 360 Electrical outlet, you can connect that
large plug and just give it a turn to make space for another
plug—large or small. Each receptacle “clicks and holds” in 18
unique positions so you’re bound to find a configuration that
works. The patented design allows for devices to maintain
power even during rotation. It is UL-compliant and is avail-
able in white, almond, light almond, ivory and black.

360 ELECTRICAL LLC
(801) 364-4900, OR WWW.360ELECTRICAL.COM

MARKING TOOL never needs
sharpening and doesn’t bleed
through paint. It marks on most
household and building materials
such as wood, drywall, plaster,
concrete, tile, brick, plastic, metal,
paper, cardboard, painted sur-
faces and more. Non-toxic and
long lasting, it makes broad or
fine lines and is erasable. All
edges are usable. The Marking
Tool is water resistant and con-
forms to ASTM D-4236. 

CHATTAHOOCHEE PENCIL CO.
(404) 433-3302, OR WWW.CHATTA-
HOOCHEEPENCIL.COM

HANDYBAR creates a safe sup-
port handle just where you need it,
which makes getting in and out of
your vehicle easy. Just insert Handy-
bar into the U-shaped striker of the
door frame of almost any vehicle
and use it as a handle to get in or
out of your car. Handybar helps the
elderly, people recovering from
injury or surgery and anybody that
needs a little lift. Handybar also
helps protect your family because it
can be used as a side window
breaker and seatbelt cutter, in the
event of emergency.

FAULTLESS STARCH/BON AMI CO.
(816) 842-1230, OR 
WWW.FAULTLESS.COM


